Docket No.: 273495US0PCT 
Preliminary Amendment 

IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A process for preparing hydrocyanic acid (HCN) 
comprising catalvticallv dehydrating by catalytic dehydration of gaseous formamide 
in the presence of atmospheric oxygen in a reactor which has comprising an inner reactor 
surface mad e of comprising a steel comprising iron and chromium and nickel , wherein the 
process is carried out at a pressure of from 200 to 250 mbar and wherein the reactor contains 
no additional internals, catalysts, or a combination thereof 

Claim 2 (Canceled). 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended): A The process as claim e d in of claim 1 ei^, wherein 
the steel contains comprises nickel and chromiimi in a ratio of from 1:1 to 1 :2. 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended): A The process of as claimed in any of claims 1 to 3 
claim K wherein the inner reactor surface is mad e of comprises a steel comprising > 60% by 
weight of iron. 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended): A The process as claim e d in any of claim 1 of claims 
1 to 4, wherein the pressure/load ratio is from 1 to 100 kg of formamideW of reactor 
surface? pr e f e rably from 5 to 8 0 kg of formamid e^ ^ of reactor surface . 
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Claim 6 (Currently Amended): A The process as oloimod in any of olaims 1 to 5 of 
claim L wherein the preparation of hydrocyanic acid is carried out in the presence of 
atmosph e ric oxyg e n, proforably from 10 to SO standard 1 of air/kg of formamide. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended): A ^Stte process of claim 1 as claimed in any of claims 
1 to 6 carried out at from 350 to 650°C. 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended): A The process of claim 1 as claimed in any of olaims 
1 to 7 , wherein the reactor is a tube reactor having one or moro comprising at least one tube 

Claims 9-13 (Canceled). 

Claim 14 (New): The process of claim 1, wherein the process is carried out at a 
temperature of from 500 to 550°C. 

Claim 15 (New): The process as claimed in claim 3, wherein the inner reactor surface 
comprises a steel comprising > 60% by weight of iron. 

Claim 16 (New): The process of claim 3, wherein the pressure/load ratio is from 1 to 
100 kg of formamide/m^ of reactor surface. 

Claim 17 (New): The process of claim 4, wherein the pressure/load ratio is from 1 to 
100 kg of formamide/m^ of reactor surface. 
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Claim 18 (New): The process of claim 1, wherein the pressure/load ratio is from 5 to 
80 kg of formamide/m^ of reactor surface. 

Claim 19 (New): The process of claim 3, wherein the pressure/load ratio is from 5 to 
80 kg of formamide/m^ of reactor surface. 

Claim 20 (New): The process of claim 4, wherein the pressure/load ratio is from 5 to 
80 kg of formamide/m^ of reactor surface. 

Claim 21 (New): The process of claim 3, wherein the preparation of hydrocyanic acid 
is carried out in the presence of from 10 to 50 standard 1 of air/kg of formamide. 

Claim 22 (New): The process of claim 4, wherein the preparation of hydrocyanic acid 
is carried out in the presence of from 10 to 50 standard 1 of air/kg of formamide. 

Claim 23 (New): The process of claim 5, wherein the preparation of hydrocyanic acid 
is carried out in the presence of from 10 to 50 standard 1 of air/kg of formamide. 

Claim 24 (New): The process of claim 3 carried out at from 350 to 650®C. 

Claim 25 (New): The process of claim 4 carried out at from 350 to 650°C. 

Claim 26 (New): The process of claim 5 carried out at from 350 to 650°C. 
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